Dear FCC,
In the interest of Homeland Security and disaster preparedness | strongly
urge you to keep the code proficiency requirement intact.

As a long-time ham radio operator, a telecommunications engineer and a
former USN radio operator | have observed occasions in which

only code was usable because more sophisticated modes had failed due to
conditions or circumstances. The lesson learned is that the

reliability of a given mode of communication under deteriorating conditions
is inversely proportional to its level of complexity.

It is incumbent on some group in our country to maintain what may well be a
life-saving skill and logically this should be the

Amateur Radio Service. For this and other reasons | believe code remains a
licensing requirement with the majority of countries.

Simply dismissing code as a viable communications mode because of the many
other sophisticated (and complex), communication modes now

available or that it is "too hard to learn" or is "useless and outmoded"
strikes me as an uninformed or simply poor attitude or both.

That being said, in the interest of keeping the Amateur Radio Service viable
it might make sense to drop the requirement for lower

license classes and retain it for higher and presumably more competent
licensees.

Dropping the code proficiency requirement altogether is a very bad idea
which would certainly sooner or later prove to be very unfortunate.

Respectfully,

Robert L. Abbott, AIOS
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